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secretary to the commander of the expedition,* CHAP. xxvi.
** became critical in the extreme; spies, assassins, and
incendiaries lurked in every corner of Rangoon;
every native -within our lines became an object of
suspicion, and the utmost vigilance of the troops,
combined with the energy and decision of their
commander? could alone have prevented our losing
every advantage of our late successes by the destruc-
tion of our stores and magazines, and the consequent
impoHsibility of our following up the blow that had
been given, ovon if greater disasters did not befall
UH." He adds, " the inflammable materials of which
the town WEB composed required but a single fire-
brand to envelope our cantonments and every thing
they contained in a general conflagration; while the
unseen enemy, lurking in the outskirts of the jungle,
wore held in constant readiness to rush in upon our
linos during the confusion which so dreaded an oc-
curroneo could not fail to produce," The wishes of
the onemy were, however, not gratified to their full
extent. On the 14th of December the town was A..D. 1824,
fired in several places simultaneously; happily
the exertions of the garrison succeeded, after two
hours* in stopping the progress of the-conflagration,
though not until half tlio place had been, destroyed.
The enemy contented themselves with this extent
of mischief, and did not venture to take advantage
of the occasion to make an attack. But they were
not therefore permitted to * enjoy repose* On the
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